
4 Steps to Art Critique 
 

 
 
Throughout the school year art history is referenced and studied daily 
through readings, videos and hands on exercises in the Foundation Art 
Class. Many artists and art periods are covered. Students will analyze each 
period/artwork with a four step method, and critique how the history of art 
has reflected humanity in the past and mirrors current society and shapes 
the visual message of the future. 

 
4 Step Art Critque 

1. Describe 
1. Analze 
2. Interpretation 
3. Judgement 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Language of Art & Critique 
 
4 Steps to a  Successful Critique 
 
 
Step 1 
 
Description ~ What do I see? Collect all facts and clues on what you see. 
 
 
Step 2  
 
Analyze ~ How is the work organized? Look at the work as a whole. 
Describe the visual composition; how does your eye move through the 
work? Separate the work into expressive powerful parts. 
 
How are the elements of art used? 
 

● Line 
● Shape 
● Form 
● Value 
● Color  
● Space 
● Texture 



 

 

 
What are the principles of design that are noticable visually in the piece? 



 
Step 3 
Interpretation ~ What is happening?  What is the artist trying to say? 
 Can be based on personal feelings and experience of viewer. 
 
Step 4 
Judgement ~ What do you think of the work? Give your opinion, judge 
weather the work is a success.  

 
3 Theories of Judgement 

Imitation ~ when the artist imitates the real world (representation). 
Formalism ~ elements and principles are organized. (rules followed)  
Emotionalism ~ when the work produces a mood. (focus on emotion) 

 


